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PART 


I 


ASSAM - GEOGRAPHICAJL LOCATION AND HISTORICAL OVHRVIEW 

1-1 Assam, the easternmost major state of the Union of 

India is situated between the Arunachal Pradesh in the 
North, Nagaland and Manipur on the East, Mizoram and 
Meghalaya to the South and West Bengal to the West- Covering 
a land area of 7P,43B sq • Km, the state geographically 
provides a contrast of hills and plains, valleys and 
highlands, riverine areas and dense virgin forests. The 
state comprises of two major valleys drained by the great 
systems, The Brahmaputra and The Barak. Home of alluring 
flora and fauna the state provides breathtaking scenic 
beauty - 

1-2 Situated north to the Tropic of Cancer between 

26®15*44" latitude and 92®13'17" longitude the climate 
of the state is sub-tropLcaT with great rains and high 
humidity in the fertile plains a nd cold in the elevation 
of the bills. Twenty two percent of the states land mass 
is covered by forests which can be classifiedinto evergreen, 
semi' -evergreen alluvial, deciduous, riverine, savanna 
etc. 

1.3 The history of the state can be traced back 

to the pre-historic. times of the Early Stone Age - that 
of the Austria aborigines- From the Geography of Ptolemy 
to the Chinese chroniclers of 100 BC to 7th century AD 
the state finds international mention. Situated on the 
Southern Silk Route between China, Burma and Magadh, 
the state had been the cradle of ancient civilisations, 
the mention of which are found in the Vedas, Puranas 
and the Epics by the old name Kamrup. Strong kingdoms 
emerged in the Middle Ages in the state which could repeal 
the Mughal armies seventeen times. During this period 
not only a sel f-contained f euda 1 economy - emerged but 
there was great flourishing of art, culture, literature 
and. practical sciences. The country laid to ruin by the 
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Burmese invasion and the civil war was taken over by 
the British F:ast Tndia Company on 1826* Daring the colonial 
age the modern Assamese language and the Assamese nationa1ity 
finally emerged and held its own in the various ups and 
downs of fate and history. In the anticolonial struggle 
the state was in the foref ront, provid ing proudly a whole 
lot of martyrs inculding women to the cause of national 
1iberation. 

1.4 The state is the home of all the four major 

linguistic groups of the world - namely the Indo-European 
(Sanskrit —> Assamese), The Dravidian, The Tibbeto-Chin 
(from which almost all the Mongoloid tribal languages 
of the state have originated) and the Austric. Ethnically 
all the major human races - the Austhro-Asiatics, the 
Tibeto-Burmans, the Mongoloids, Dravidians and Aryans - 
all live in the state. 

1.5 By a process of assimilation and convergence 

the Assamese society - the pre-eminant society (which 
constitutes the majority and has given the official language 
of the state) of the state has emerged historically out 
of the already mentioned diverse linguistic and ethnic 
groups. The state not only provides studies of . great ethni- 
co-social and linguistic constrast, but also shows very 
interesting examples of assimilation and melting poin t 
culture - 

1.6 The cultural- melting point is enriched by waves 

of migrations into the state. The Tibeto-Burmans were 

the first, then came the mixed Aryans, Mongolids and 

o 

the Dravidians, brught only recently by the colonial 
planters as cheap indentured labous'ers. Being at the cross¬ 
roads of India and South-East Asia migration of Burmese, 
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sta t es 
adding 
ethnic 

tensions of the state. 


Nepalese# Bangladeshis and people from other Indian 
has occured at various historical pMDints of times 
to the diversity and the present day social and 


ASSA.M : POPUI.ATION PATTERN 


2*1 The population pattern of Assam is a mixed one. 

Apart from the Assamese along with tribals, the Bengalis# 
the Marwaris from Rajasthan, Biharls constitute the main 
population . Among tribals the Bodos, Karbis, Missings# 
Dimasas# Rabhas# Tiwas# various offshoots of Kacharis 
as Sonowals# Thengals, Deuris and Hmars# Hajongs# Reangs, 
various Naga and Kuki tribes, Khasis, Garos# Meiteis 
constitute the main groups of people. The following table 
shows the population pattern of the state. 

2 Table-1 shows the Population of Assam and its 


growth from 190l-to 1951-to 1991. 
Table-1 


Yea r 

Popu1a tion 

% Decadal 

Varia tion 

I9ni 

3,2R9.fiRO 

- 


1951 

8,028.856 

+ 19. 

93 

1991 

22,294.562 

+ 52. 

44 


{Source z Census of India 1991) 


2-3 Table 2 

population in 1971 


shows the demographic 
(the last full census). 


distribution 


Contd*./4 



-4- 


Tat>le-2 


Linguistic community 

Number s 

Assamese 

R9,04917 

Bengali 

28,82039 

Hindi 

7,92481 

Oriya 

1,50196 

Telugu 

20083 

Tamil 

12704 

Malaya1am 

4138 

Bodo * 

5,33713 

Karbi ^ 

1,91354 

M i s i n g * 

1,77262 

Pabha * 

33000 


* Major Tribal groups of the state 
(Source : Census of India 1971). 


The table above shows the multilingual and multiracial 
demographic composition of the state and the pre-eminance 
of the Assamese and the Assamese language, 

2*4 Religeously also the state presents a multireligeous 

picture with all the major faiths represented. Alongwith 
these there actually is a large section of people - mainly 
among the tribals and the tea garden labourer community i.e- 
the Adivasis who are animistics Table 3 shows the major 
religeous groups* 

Table 3 Religeous groupings in 1971 


Religion 


Number 


Hindu 

Muslim 

Christian 

Buddhist 

Jains 

Animistic (Tribal) 
religion 


5781947 

1981859 

162932 

9854 

4121 

76819 


Source : Census of India 1971 
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ASSAM - ^CX:iAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS 


3.1 The social status of women is considered to 

be 'high* in the Assamese society. However a look at the 
two methodological indicators of the social status of 
women in a given society the following facts are found 
in case of Assam. 


Table 4 


Sex Ratio in the State of Assam & India. 


Area 

Sex Ratio (Female : Male ) 

Assam 

925/1000 

All India 

929/1000 


(Source : Census of India 1991) 
Though the sex ratio in Assam is lower then the All India 
figure, however, it has shown a rising trend from 919/1000 
in 1961 to 925 per thousand in 1991. Other factors as 
racial and genetic influences need also to be taken into 
consideration as no incidents of female foeticides or 
infanticides are seen to be reported anywhere. 


Table 5 : 

Literacy rate in 

Assam and 

All India. 

Area 


Literacy 

-rate (Percentage) 


Total 

Male 

Female 

1 

2 

3 

A 

Assam 

53-42 

62.34 

43.70 

All India 

52.11 

63.86 

39. 


(Source : Census of India 1991) 


From the above data it may perhaps be deduced that compared 
to the All India average the women in the State of Assam 
do enjoy a marginally higher social status, but in comparision 
to Kerala (Female literacy 86.93%) the state has lot 
more to do in this regard. 
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3,2 While considering the population by sex in rural - 

urban areas in the State of Assam, the following data 
are found* 

Table 6 : 


Area . Male Female Total 

Rural 102,35,962 9587712 19823674 

Urban 11,27,157 1127157 2470888 

Total 115,79,693 1,07,14,869 22294562 

The rural-urban sex division, it seems broadly follows 
the general sex ratio and goes on to show that no sex 
disparity exists in the context of place of residence. 

Out of the total 16,59,412 SC persons and 28,74,441 ST 
persons of the state statistics regarding their rural- 

urban division is not available at present. ^ ^ 

3.3 Regarding population of the state by age group 

for both the sexes the following data are found. 


Table 7 : Population by Age group by Sex. 


Age group 

Male 

Female 

Total 


0-6 

22,15,195 

20.49,754 

62,64,949 


5-11 

15,05,360 

13,92,933 

28,98,293 



The table abo\^ shows that the male-female ratio in the 
two above age groups generally corresponds with the general 
sex ratio. This may very well show no serious social bias 
against the girl child leading to female foeticide or 
female infanticide. 

^•4 The average density of population of the state 

is 284 persons per sq. km. The highest density being in 
Dhubri district (467/sq.km) and lowest in the bill district 
of North Cachar (33/sq.km). 
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3.S In case of the vital health statistics one comes 

across the following data. 

Table - 8 : Birth and death rates. 



Birth rate 


Death 

rate 


Year 

Combined 

Rural 

Urabn 

Combined 

Rural 

Urban 

1981-83 

34.0 

34.8 

23.9 

12.8 

12.8 

7.7 

1984-86 

34.7 

35.5 

2 5.3 

13 

13.8 

3.5 

1988-90 

30.6 

31.2 

22.8 

10.9 

11.2 

7.7 

The table shows 

that in 

both the 

categories of 

birth 


and death the rate is higher in rural areas than the 
urban ateas. However, a decline in both the areas and 
both the categories is seen in the latest year. 


Table - 9 : Infant Mortality Rate per 1000 live births. 


Year 

Rural 


Urban 


Combined 


Assam 

India 

Assam 

India 

Assam 

India 

1982 

103 

114 

72 

65 

101 

105 

1986 

111 

105 

69 

62 

109 

96 

1990 

78 

86 

39 

50 

76 

80 


(Source : Sample Registration BulLetin of R G I) 


The Infant Mortality Rate both in rural and urban areas 
of Assam seems to be lower than that of the All India 
average in 1990. 

Following are two tables regarding fertility rates in 
Assam against that of the whole country. 
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Table - 10 : Estimated Fertility Indicators,1986 


Item Assam 


I nd ia 


Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

1. General Ferti¬ 
lity rate 137.9 

89.9 

145.6 

108.1 

2. Total Ferti¬ 
lity rate 4-2 

2.5 

4-5 

3.1 

3. Total Marital 

fertility rate 7.0 

6.5 

5.7 

4.9 

4. Gross Ferti¬ 
lity rate 2.0 

1.2 

2.2 

1.5 


(Source : Sample Registration System) 


The above table 

shows that the fertility rate in both rural and urban 
areas are lower in Assam than the All India rate. 


Table -Hr Age Specific Fertility Rate, Assam,1986 

( Estimated) 


Age groups 


Assam 

India 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

15-19 

88.8 

45.7 

100.3 

62.1 

20-24 

222.4 

145.4 

264.6 

217.8 

25-29 

221.0 

161.9 

229.4 

179.0 

90-34 

154.8 

104.9 

153.6 

94.5 

35-39 

94.5 

39- 5 

89.3 

45.0 

40-44 

48.1 

10.2 

43.5 

17.6 

45-49 

2. 4 


17.8 

4.7 


(Source : Sample Registration System'86) 

The age specific fertility rate is slightly higher in 
Assam for ages 30-34, 35-39 (rural)and 40-44 (rural) years. 
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The rate is higher in the age group of 20-24 and 25-29 
in both rural and urban areas. However the rate is always 
higher in rural areas. 

WORK-FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE. 

3*6 The distribution of ^le and female workers as Main 
workers and Marginal workers in shown in the following 
table. 

Table - 12 : Work - force participation rate as Main and 
Marginal workers. 


Type I Main Workers 1 Marginal Workers 



Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

7,068,368 

--1 

-550679?- 

1561571 

1040422 

320,295 

720,121 

Rural 

6316357 

4839727 

1476630 

1,018,057 

312354 

705702 

Urban 

752006 

667065 

84941 

22865 

7941 

14424 


(Source : Census of India"91) 


While among the Main workers male predominates female 
by 3.2:1 in case of Marginal workers women outnumbers ^ 
men by more than 2:1 in both rural and u rba n area^. It 
shows that the women work force is mostly employed, in 
the marginal sector- This undoubted adversely affects 
the social status of women in the state. 


The following table shows a more detailed distribution 
of the Main workers. 


../lO 
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\ 


(To nearest lakh) 



Persons / 

Male/ 

Fesrele 

Total 

Main 

workers 

Cultivators 

Agri. Household 

Labourer Industry 
workers 

Other 

works 

Total 

Person 

70*0 

36.2 

9.1 

1.7 

23.5 


Male 

55.0 

28.1 

7.0 

1.0 

IB.8 


Feniale 

15.6 

B.O 

2.1 

0.7 

4.7 

Rural 

Person 

63.1 

35.9 

8,6 

1.4 

16.3 


Male 

48.3 

27.9 

6.8 

0.8 

12,7 


Female 

14.7 

7.9 

2.0 

0.6 

4,0 

Urban 

Person 

75.5 

30.03 

0.015 

0.03 

6.7 


Male 

66.7 

0.02 

0,012 

0.02 

6.0 


Female 

8.4 

0.005 

0,002 

0.08 

0.6 


From the. above table it becomes apparent that in both 
rural and urban areas women are much behind men as main 
workers. Although rural women are unavoidable parts of 
the process of cultivation they seem to make only a small 
fraction as shown in the table. ^ 

Following is a list of the works women usually do in rural 
areas of Assam. 


1 . 


8, 

9, 

10 . 
I 1, 

13. 


Fe tch ing uiater 
Fetching fuel i^iood 

^no in n 3 r v t i n.;, • 

• h f' .3 ':%h 1 nQ an t ’ ti r i nu ; r: 

Wa:^hinrj ja-igosiIs and ciathof: 

Cleaning the house as well as the compound 

Caving of the children 

Heaving 

Brewring country liquor 
Collecting wild herbs 
F i sh i ng 

Looking after poultry and liventoc^: 

Selling fuel wood, fisv,, her!-:. 

I'itcJ^en gardening 

F a r 111. 1 D a t L n 9 ac t i s* £ I v ; soc 1 h i ana r e 1 i q i qu s fun 


on t" 
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POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES FOR WOMEN 

4.1 The process of having separate policy for 

women started in 1936 since when various policies and 
and pj^og rammes have been taken f rorn time to time for 
women and girls- The main programmes undertaken at present 
are as follows : 

4.2 Development of Women and Children in Rural 

Areas — A sub-scheme under Integrated Rural Development 
Programme to provide income generating avenues among 
the rural women. During 1992-93 it is proposed to form 

300 income generating groups of women- This scheme proposes 

to cover about 5000 women to raise their income and to 

provide better food to their children- 

4-3 Schemes under Department of Social Welfare 

for women are 

(a) Old age pension for women above 60 years who have 

no means of livelihood. 

(b) State government widow pension for widows with no 

livelihood or support. 

(c) Vocational training and rehabilitation centres for 
helpless and destitute women and girls (proposed). 

(d) Womens * Developmen t Corpora tion for upliftment of 

poor women. 

(e) Schemes for popularing small savings - Mahila Pradhan 

Kshetriya Bachat Yojana- There are 926 agents now 

in the state rasing R.95 corss. 

(f) There are 60 Integrated Child Development Services all 
over state with 7,512 Anganwadi Centres - Also the benefi¬ 
ciaries of World Food Project, Wheat based programme 


Contd*•./12 




- 12 - 


and project under Supplementary Nutrition total to 
a number of 70/756 mothers and 5,66,098 children 
(1991-92). (Source : Statistical Handbook of Assam,1992). 

4.4 Some others in the agenda are -- 

(a) Special Police Station min by women police for women. 

With introduction of women police constables (which 
started at 1970) and officers a special Women's Thana 
to look after the needs and problems of women has 
been established in Guwahati in 1993- 

(b) Legal aiid cell for women 

A legal aid cell specially to look after the problems 
of women ^ has been newly set up in the state and 

is functioning. This cell,if is hoped, will help 
women sort out their legal problems. 

(c) State and Destitute Homes 

There are two State Homes for rescued women in the 

state with 126 inmates in 1991-92. Also there are 
6 Destitute Homes for women with 846 inmates (1991-92) 
(Source : Statistical Handbook of Assam,1992) 

(d) Ensuring 30% women's participation in the Panchayat level 

Following national policy, thirty percent seats in 

the village panchayat and above levels have been 
reserved. In the last panchayat elections women's 

participation in planning, developmental works etc 
have started in right ernest. • 
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POLITICAL PPlRTICIPATION OF WOMETN IN THE STATE 

5.1 There is a historical tradition of Assamese 

women participating in politics in the state in different 
levels and different points of time. While in the Middle 
Ages during Ahom Kingdam two women Phuleswari and Ambika, 
both sisters, ruled successively as absolute monarchs, 
two other common women Radha and Kukmini (Bhutuki and 
Bhabuli) took active leading part in people's insurrection 
against the royal rule . Another women Pijou Gabhoru 

from a very high family was instrumental in bringing 
the Burmese invadeirs in to Assam. Du-ring the freedom 
movement led by Mahatma Gandhi, scores of Assamese women 
from all walks and stations of life actively participated 
and such intreped women as Bhogeswari Phukanani, Kanaklata, 
Khahuli Nath etc made the supreme sacrifice to the cause 
of freedom- In all the popular movements of the post¬ 
independent era in the different agitational programmes 
such as State Language* Medium, Food, Refinary and Specially 
during the recent Anti-foreigner Assam Agitation and 

the current Human Rights Movement against arbitrary arrests 
women * s participation in the grassroot agitational programmes 
have been quite high although their participation at 
the level of leadership of these movements is rather 
Low* 

The participation of women in election politics 
can be gauged from the following statistics. 

Table — 14 : The voting pattern of women in Assam 


Year 

Total Voters 

Women Vofers 

Women Voters 
who casted votes 

1967 

54,49,307 

24,96,676 

- 

1972 - 

62,96,178 

29,02,363 

17,36,105 

1978 

79,62,645 

36,63,268 

- 
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It appears that in 1972 elections/ the data of which are 
available# more then 12 lakh women voters (more then l/3rd) 
didnot exercise their francise* This may be an adverse 
indicator of women's political consciousness. 


5.3 Table - 15 : Numbers of male and female candidates in 

the state legislature elections and 
Lok Sabha 



Assembly 

Lok Sabha 

Year 

Man 

Woman 

Man 

Woman 

1952 

452 

6 

38 - 

2 

1985 

1226 

88 

105 

1 


The participation of women in the assembly election does 
not seem to be at all comparable to that of men. The 
data of the latest assembly election is not available 
at present# however, a drastic change cannot be expected 
in a few years*time. There are about 5 female representatives 
in the 126 - seated State Legislative Assembly at present. 




PART-It 

DEVELOPMENT OF GIRLS’ EDUCATION IN ASSAM 
A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 


6.1 Modern education in Assam can be said to 

have started after 1826 when it was annexed to British 
Coolonial India. Before that formal education was mainly 
imparted in the innumerable Sanskrit * tols * and the vernacular 
•Pathsalas' where writing and sums were mainly taught. 

In few areas there were some'moktabs * imparting Islamic 
relegious teachings. The vaishnava monastries or ’Satras' 
were other centres that imparted formal education to 
its desciples. Girls in those days were taught to read 
and write at home, if at all. There was no system of 
standard universal education. For higher education selected 
Brahmin or upper caste boys as well as some princes were 
sent to ancient seats of learning like Kashi (Benaras)This 
native system of education was also in great disarray 
at the turn of nineteenth century due to long Moamoria 
civil war and successive Burmese invas- ions. 


^-2 After British annexation slowly a system of 

universal primary education and higher education was 
started up and government schools were set up. The Christian 
missionaries also started up vernacular primay schools 
in some areas. Within 60 years, by 1882-83, total 1856 
primary schools were set up in the state, out of which 
Bft primary schools and one middle schools were entirely 
for girls. The picture of education, along with girls' 
education can be gauged from the follwoing data presented 
in tabular form. 

Number of Schools and enrolment in 1^182-83 


Institutions For Male For Female Total 

Number 


High Schools 13 - 13 
Kiddle Schools 79 1 80 
Primary Schools 1303 88 1391 


Enrolment 


Boys _ Girls 

2536 ‘ 

6080 56 
39648 1437 


(General report of public instruction in Assam, 1883-84 p-1) 
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After this initial starting the progress of education 
in general and girls education In particular has been 
quite rapid. 

Development from late nineteenth to early twentieth century 

6.3 By the late 19th century, after the Indian education 
commission’s recommendations the then provincial government 
came forward with recommendation of larger grants for 
girls schools managed by religious or private bodies. 
In 1889, there were 187 primary (including 2 MV & Schools) 
schools for girls with 3,-14 4 pupils. In Sylhet which 
was inside the province then Gurus of boys' 'Pathsala*s 
got 4 annas as allowance per girl student taught by 
him. Owing to financial crunches many of the schools 
closed down. However primary schools increased from 116 
in 1904 to 793 in 1936-37 most of which were opened by 
local bodies. The 3 MV and 2 MB Schools for girls in 
1904-05 increased upto 26 and 28 respectively in 1936-37. 
Students * enrolment also increased f rom 144 to 2,707 
in MV Schools and from 184 to 4,427 in ME Schools in 

that period. There were no high school for girls in the 
province till 1910. By 1915 however, 3 girls High School 
with 680 students got established and increased upto 
13 with 3,664 curolment in 19 36-37 . Out of -these only 

2 were government schools. The first college for women 

was established in 1936 - the Lady Keane ' s college in 
Shillong. Before this about 100 girls were there in other 
colleges. Since then there is no looking back. The political 
and social reforms movement in the 1920's and 1930*s 
and the commendable role played therein by women, encouraged 
as they were by Mahatma Gandhi, led to a remarkable growth 
in sentiments and action in facour of female education. 
The prejudice against girls* education no longer operated 
in the same force and people no longer had any fear of 
social disapprobation when they sent girls to schools. 

^ Progress of Education in hssam : Dr. Renu Devi 
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However, large scale wastage -has been seen all through 
the process. Although girls' education made progress , 
it h«s not been upto the desired extent. 

PRESENT LITERACY STATUS OF WOMEN 

?•! Although women in Assamese society seem to be enjoying 
a higher status than their counterparts in most of the 
other states in the country they are yet to find an equal 
liteiracy status vrith the men a^s is obvious in the following 
table. 


Table -- 16 : Literacy rates 


Years 

Person 

Male 

Female 

1961 

37.58 

44-28 

18.62 

1971 

33.32 

42.96 

22.31 

1991 

53.42 

62.34 

43.70 


(Source : Census of India,1991) 


From the above table it becomes clear that the women 
are far behind men in case of literacy status, but the 
successive census show a rise in female literacy which 
is faster then the rise of male and total literacy in 
the state. Also as compared to the present national female 
literacy rate (39.42) Assamese female is in a better 
position while the male is lagging behind the national 
male literacy rate (63.86)^ 

7.2 The total, male and female literates are shown for 
different districts in table 17. 
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Table - L7 : 

District-wise literates 

{Provisional) 



Literates 


District 

Total 

Male 

Female 

390394 

247064 

143330 ■ 

Dhubri 

264446 

165088 

99358 

Kokrajhar 

324541 ' 

201943 

122598 

Bongaigaon 

238425 

144298 

94127 

Goalpara 

473097 

296878 

176220 

Barpeta 

472254 

291188 

181066 

Nalbari 

085386 

659336 

426050 

Kamrup 

444963 

278991 

165972 

Darrang 

565164 

347586 

217578 

Sonitpur 

356413 

207450 

148963 

Lakhimpur 

203907 

128909 

74998 

Dhemaji 

246356 

150064 

96292 

Marigaon 

837109 

494221 

342888 

Nagaon 

387104 

230158 

156946 

Golaghat 

479067 

281456 

197611 

Jorhat 

485505 

283988 

201517 

Sibsagar 

521032 

307987 

203036 

Dibrugarh 

396800 

249043 

147757 

Tinsukia 

245658 

155825 

89833 

Karbi Anglong 

69780 

43369 

26411' 

N.C.Hills 

369694 

224694 

145000 

Karimgan j 

192777 

121029 

71748 

Haliakandi 

591665 

351550 

240L15 

Cachar 


Source : Census of India*l991 


7.3 The districts are arranged in table 18 in a descending 
order according to female literacy rates. 
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Districts with female 

literacy rates ( h - 1) 

District 

Grade 

Female Literacy rate 

Jorhat 

1 

T 

56.88 



R 

53.49 



U 

75.98 

Sibsagar 

2 

T 

56.14 



R 

54.31 


✓ 

U 

80.71 

Kamrup 

3 

T 

55.01 



R 

, 45.83 



U 

74.16 

Golaghat 

4 

T 

49.75 



R 

47.91 



U 

80.32 

Dibrugarh 

5 

T 

48.89 



R 

42,84 



U 

77.22 

bakhimpur 

6 

T 

48.85 



R 

47.51 



U 

68.87 

North Cacha 

r H i 11 s 7 

T 

4 7.3 4 



R 

39.04 



U 

75.72 

Nagaon 

8 

T 

46.30 



R 

42.63 



U 

74.82 

Karimgan j 

9 

T 

4 4.76 



R 

41.40 



U 

84.02 

Nalbari 

10 

T 

44,09 



R 

43.52 



U 

73.29 
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Ois t rict 


Grade 


Female Literacy rate 


Dhema j i 


11 


Hailakhandi 


12 


Tinsuk la 


Marigaon 


14 


* 


Bongaigaon 


15 


Sonitpur 


16 


Goalpara 


17 


Karbi Anglong 


18 


Barpeta 


19 


Darrang 


20 


T 41.12 
R 40.57 
U 72.52 

T 41.04 
R 37.47 
U 80.35 

T 39.39 
R 33.41 
U 73.65 

T 39.19 
R 37.63 
U 68.30 

T 38.72 
R 34.98 
U 74.13 

T 38.60 
R 35.56 
U 76.46 

T 37.58 
R 35.54 
U 60.58 

T 34.35 
R 30.85 
U 65.15 

T 33.20 
R 30.53 
U 66.07 

T 32,53 
R 30.62 
U 69.28 
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District Grade Female Literacy rate 

Kokrajhar 21 T 30.92 

R 28.20 
U 69.36 

Dhubri 22 T 28.75 

R 33-82 
U 61-31 

( Source : Census of India,1991) 

The estimated statistics above show that the district of 

Jorhat has the highest percentage of female literates 
followed closely by Sibsagar and Kamrup districts, while 
the district of Dhubri has the lowest female literacy 
followed closely by Kokrajhar - the Bodo dominated district. 
The districts with high female literacy are relatively 
advanced in socio-cu1tura1 and economic aspects and have 
relatively lesser number of immigrant muslims and tribal 
population. Jorhat being the last capital of the Ahom 
Kingdom and an important place of British India naturally 
falls in the privilaged position, Kamrup has the present 
capital in it and Sibsagar, the old capital of the A.homs 
is a high revenue district while Dhubri has the highest 
density of population with profound prejudices a nd social 
taboos against women in Muslim-dominated regions. 

POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES FOR GIRLS 

8.1 In the general Assamese society as there is no strong 
bias against the girls, although son-preference is there, 
not much programmes have been taken for girls* education 
as such. However incentives in the form of special merit 
scholarship at the primary level has been there since 
a long time. Scholarships for SC/ST girls etc. are also 
provided by the government. Text books are free for all 
elementary level students studying in government or 
recognised schools• 
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Following is a short list of present incentives provided 
in the schools. 


Item Amount (in lakhs) 

1) Mid day meal 20.00 

2 

* 2) Special Scholarship to 14.40 

ST girls students 

3) Attendance Scholarship to 9,QC 

ST students 


4) Attendance Scholarship to 9.00 

S.C. Students 

5) Special Scholarship to 9.60 

S.C. girls 


* 1 Scheme under genera 1 area plan in the sector of 

Elementary Education during 1992-93 (implemented 
by Directorate of Non-Formal and Adult Education). 

* 2 Scheme under Tribal sub-plan area plans in the sector 

of Elementary Education during 1992-93. 


EDUCATIONAL PARTrCIPATIQN OF GIRLS AND WOMEN 
(by level and by type) 

9.1 The educational participation of girls and women 

in different levels can be judged by the data presented 
in table-19. Though the picture may appear encouraging 
in the first glance, still there are great gaps to be 

filled up. 
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Table — 19 t Enrolment In different levels of schooling 

in 1991/92 


Students 

Primary 

Upper Primary 

Secondary 

1 _ All Students 



Total 

3623763 

1155236 

533355 

T3oys 

1926407 

664237 

312380 

Girls 

1697356 

491000 

220975 

2, 5.C. 




Total 

111622 

110500 

56L12 

Boys 

215247 

65160 

33440 

Girls 

196373 

45340 

22672 

3- S.T. 




lt)tal 

679870 

146893 

84322 

Boys 

376401 

87333 

48907 

Girls 

309469 

59782 

38415 



(Source : DPEP-State Ccn^ponent Plan, Nov. 1993) 

In the primary level SC enrolment is 

11% of total and 

/ enrolment 

is 18% 

of total while in 

the upper primary 

level it 

shows a 

downward tendency to SC enrolment of 

9.5% of total and ST enrolment of 12.72% 

of tota 1. Agaiii / al t- 

hough the 

number of 

girls attending school seems to be impressive 

b\it the 

enrolment 

rate is much lower 

than that of the 

boys as is apparent 

i n th e above table. 


9.2 Another table 

is given below to 

have a comparative 

glance. 




Table - 20 : Enrolment rate of girls inL.P. and U.P. Schools 



Classes I - IV 

Classes V-VII 



% of Girls 

% of Girls 

Total 


43.9 

40.9 

Rura 1 


4 3.7 

40.2 

Urban 


46.07 

4 4.6 


(Source : Fift All India Educational Survey,1906) 
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The percentage of girls' enrolment shows a decreasing 
trend indicating higher dropout rate of girls in different 
stages of enrolment- H ow ever/ rural - urban disparity 
in enrolment rate is found to be marginal- 

Table - 21 : Enrolment rate of girls in Secondary and H'.S-Stage 



Classes VIII - X 

Classes XI-XII 

% of Girls 

% of Girls 

Total 

4 0.7 

35,9 

Rural 

3S. 9 

29.5 

Urban 

4 2 - I 

3R.0 


(Source : FifthAll India Educational Survey,1986) 


In the Secondary and Higher Secondary Stages of general 
education the enrolment rate of girls shows a still downward 
trend as is seen in the table above. 


9.3 The enrolment of girls in higher levels is shown 
in the table 22. 

Table - 22 : Enrolment of girls in higher levels (1986-87) 


Level 

Total Enrolment 

Girls Ehrolment 

% Girls 

Polytechnics 

6100 

293 

4.8 

Teacher training 




institutes 

2854 

549 

19.2 

Colleges 

1f 66,641 

51971 

31-1 

Universities 

4822 

1515 

31,4 


(Source : DPEP - State Component Plan, 1993) 


In the general college and university levels female enrolment 
i-s while in more specialised sectors as teachers* 

training institutes and polytechnics it is quite low 
compared to that of boys. 
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9.4 The gross en rolmen t ratio - another indicator - of 
Total as well as Female enrolment is shown in the following 
table. 

Table - 23 : Gross Enrolment Ratio (1986-87) 



All Comunities 


s.c. 


S.T. 


Classes I-V 

vi-viir 

I-V 

VT-VIII 

I-V 

VI-VII 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Kale 

98.40 

50.38 

160-42 

100.90 

127.79 

59.32 

Fauale 

81.20 

39.15 

152.57 

100-57 

109.83 

46.79 


(Source : DPEP 

“ State 

1 Component Plan,Nov, 

, 1993 ) 


The above table shows that girls enrolment is lower compared 
to that of boys. The picture is better in case of SC 
girls who in the middle stage is at par with the boys- 

9.5 The Age specific enrolment ratio (11 -14 years) too 

vouches for the secondary position of Girls as shown 
below. 


Table - 24 sAge specific enrolment ratio (1986-87) 



Boys 

11-14 years 

Girls 

>Rura 1 

56.55 


OC 

CC 

CN 

1 

Urban 

94.31 


82.30 

Total 

60.25 


46.83 


The rural-urban disparity is very clearly seen in the above table ' 
m addition to male-- female disparity regarding enrolment in; 
schooIs. 
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Wa?3tage 

10-1 Dropout and class repeatitlon leading to wastage 
proves to be a great hindrance in universalisation of 
primary education. Like in most of the- states of the 
country, in Assam too dropout and class repetitions are 
the major hindrancess and are standing on the way to 
Universalisation of Elementary Education- Table-25 depicts 
the dropout and stagnation scenario of the state- 

:;!vnp -J'ji It- 


Class l-V Class 1-VlII Class I-X 

Fioys Girls Total boy a G i r i s Total Boys Girls Total 


All 52.20 
Commun 1 1ie s 

59-^4 

55 . ] 2 

71.9a 

75.74 

73.59 

. 29 

62.01 



4 3 

/\\ ,»* ■ 

u , V: 

5 4 . '/ L' 

7 r j , i' 

■t.:.. - -'J 

‘^6. 47 . 


ST /I.90 

7.,), / 1 

7: . 4i;- 


. 1 7 

th . 95 

56. 15 

77 . 2 : 

' J ' J • * ' •* 


Source: Ministry of Hunan Rosources Development 

Annual Report 1992-93 (Part-I) 

Deptt, of Gducation, GoverniTn^nt of India 1993 (p . 303 to 305 
^ 3 m r y C l a ss *? ■■ : -• 

A E V. h *■? f ; u Li r ■} h j, n c ; c 0 t •? i r. t r, ,*> c:* ” i m a t'\ 1 a s r? e* 'h d r*op - l 

, I'.M V o of o i r i i v r,: o n th*’ bij-y.t. r . the dif'iS?r-" 

en c. i not *.• e r y sign i, T i c an ■:. 

- Regarding the schedule caste a sirniliar trend is seen 

“ As far as £T population goes the drop-out rates between the | 

boys and girls are almost the same. I 

Middle Classes Cl-VIin 

As far as middle c I asse s are c:onc e rned tn e dranou t rate of 

q i r 1 s is h i Q h e ■■ r, s n d o y a , But the d i f t e r e n e are not v e r y 

: g(M V leant. 

An inters ting aspect of Schedule caste data is that the 
drop-out rates of boys are higher than the girls. 
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^rcjing ST pop ‘.‘la 
•: i r. 1:1 1 p b v'ly n ?j i 


n n t h o c {r o n - a u t 
i o a 1 r. i‘ b (? ' r 


i i;.? a t 
r ^ r"i i; v- 


O 1 r 1 n 1 q n r 

1 n -'v 1 »'• B I . 


*?!‘ ( I .V ^ 

far a 73 tho :it,itu=7 ^ir*? cor^c p r;-iE?«;j tbe drc;Li'~aut 
•:j 1 r i 5 175 h iQni’’ r than boy 2 . 

Similar trend is seen as far as 5C oapulation 

ST population also sh o**/ s i rn 1 1 a r t r e nd s i - ’- • - ^ 

rates of q i r 1 s are h ioher than coys. : he ii i t i 


rate o t 


cJ rop~OL' fc 
pence 1 


ir. t . 


The data also reveals some interesting facts. In t e 
Primary level while the dropout rate for Girls is little j 
lower J:han boys, the stagnation rate due mainly to class | 
repeat^tion is much higher than boys. Heace wastage of 
girls students in the primary level is also much higher 
compared to that of boys * 


NON FORMAL EDUCATION - ENROLMENT A COMPLETION 

11.1 To achieve 100% enrolment target, Non-Formal Education 
Centres can play a vital role. The problem of Non starters 
and dropouts in many areas can be effectively dealt with 
by NFE centreres. The current status of NFE in the state 
is as follos- 


(1) Total Number of Centres 13/508 

(2) Total enrolment in NFE centre 3,00/000 

(3) Total Projects taken 

(4) Total Number of community 

deve1opment blocks covered " 

(5) Number of NGO involved 13 


11.2 The achievement of Non Formal Education in the state 
can be same f rom the District wise achievement table 
(Table - 26) . 
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Table - 26 : Children Completing Primary Education Through 

NFE Centres in some selected districts 


SI. 

No. 

District 

Year 

Enrolment 

Conpleting 

Joining Upper 

F*r imaxy Schools 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

L. 

Golapara 

1989-91 

8736 

5485 

589 

2. 

Jorhat 

1989-91 

11684 

10879 

13S^ 

3. 

Lakhimpur 

1989-91 

16312 

12701 

1992 


4 Dhemaji 





4. 

Dhubri 

1989-91 

j 20767 

11774 

1205 

5. 

Sibsagar 

1989-91 

9130 

7632 

539 

6. 

Golaghat 

1989-91 

15374 

13248 

2121 

7. 

Dibrugarh 

1989-91 

21095 

10287 

3450 

R. 

Darrang 

1989-91 

15672 

11758 

4267 

9. 

Kamrup 

1989-91 

1746350 

13931 

3343 

10. 

Sonitpor 

1989-91 

16723 

9079 

' 1263 

11. 

Karimgauij 

1989-91 

14493 

10475 

1191 

12. 

Silchar 

1 

1989-91 

183659 

12130 

! 

2153 


(Source : DPEP State Component Plan Nov,1993) 


teachers 


Male - Female Ratio of Teachers 

12.1 The male - female ratio of teachers (1992-93) can 
be seen in the table - 27. 
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Table - 27 


Le ve 1 

Total teachers 

Male 

F ema1e 

Primary 

752R7 

58232 

170 5 5 

Upper Primary 

38546 

31992 

6554 

Secondary 

43316 

33990 

9326 


(Source : Selected educational statistics 1991-92) 

Compared to male teachers the number of female teachers 
is quite low in all the three stages. Even in college 
and the university levels the situation has not changed 
much- However the number of female teachers show a rapid 
increase in the recent' yeairs compared to the past, specilly 
after the implementation of 'Operation Blackboard * scheme. 


Status of Teachers' Training 

13.1 There are 9 nos. of government B.T* Colleges in 
the state and 6 DIETS and 17 Basic Training Centres. 
There is no system of pre-service training of teachers 
in state. Regarding in-service training the picture is 

quite dismal. in the primary level the picture is as 
bel o w. 

Table - 28 : Status of Teachers Training in Primary Level 

% of Trained Teachers National % of 

in Assam trained Primary 

Teacher. 

Primary 57.60 ’86.66 

About one fourth of the BTCs and DIETS are meant for 
girls only. However, male - female ratio of trained trachers 
is not available at present. 
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13.2 The situation is 
school level. At presen 
and at this rate it will 
teachers the level of 
new recr^u i tmen t s- 


still more deplorable in the midd 
t 2000 teachers are trained annua 


take 20 

years to 

train 

the 

exist1 

wh ich 

again is 

being 

d i 

luted 


le 

ly 

ng 

by 


Educational Facilities 

The educational facilities provided by the government 
can be measured from the following points. 


14.1 Ed u cat lonal Institutions : The following is a list 
of educational institutions in state in 1991 -92 . 


Type of Institution 


Number 


1. University 2 

2. College for General Education 

(a) Arts, Science & Commerce 217 

(b) Other oriental Studies 2 

(c) Junior College 16 

3* College for Professional 

Education 

(a) Agriculture 2 

(b) Engineering 3 

(c) Law 9 

(d) Medical 3 

(e) Veterinary 2 

(f) Ayurvedic 1 

(g) Nursing 2 

4. School for General Educati^jn 

(a) High and Higher Secondary 3451 

(b) Middle/Senior Basic 5703 

(c) Primary & Junior Basic 28876 

(d) Pre-Primary 482 
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TvT>g of Inst:it:ut:ion Numbers 


5. Institution for Professional 
Education (under graduate) : 

(a) Polytechnic 9 

(b) Gram Sevak Training 1 

(c) Technical Industrial A.rts- 27 

and Crafts School - 

(d) Sericulture 1 

6. Teachers Training 

(a) B.T. College 9 

(b) Teachers Training 32 

School. 


7. School for Vocational Professional 
Special and Other Education : 


(a) Commerce 32 

(b) Music & Dancing 25 

(c) Nursing and Midwifery 2 

(d) Arts & Crafts 26 

(e) Junior Technical 5 

(f) Handicaped 5 

(g) Juvenile Delinquent 4 

(Jail school) 

(h) Other Education 

(i) Adult Education 8848 

(ii)Oriental Studies 119 


Source : Statistical Hand Book Assam/ 19 9 2) 


Out of professional colleges the College for Home Science 
and Nursing College are meant for girls only. While most 
of the general colleges have co-education a few coTieges 
are there for girls only. Lately many girls are seen 
entering into the Commerce, Engineering, Agriculture 
and Veterinary Scineces which were once meant for boys 
only. However, the actual data regarding enrolment in 
these institution are not available at present. 
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14-2 Scho o ls for Girls : Schools entirely meant for 

girls are quite few. Out of nearly twenty nine thousand 
primary schools only 616 are seper3“"ely for girls- The 
numbers for upper primary and secondary schools meant 
for girls only are 422 and 345 (1987) respectively. Though 

Schools entirely meant for girls may be and indication 
of lower social status of women in the society/ still 
due to historical, social and other reasons they are a 
necessity- Specially in the backward regions and amongst 
disadvantaged sections of population girls* schools can 
go a long way towards increasing gi^ls * as well as general 
literacy and can help to raise the social status of women 
to a certain extant. 

14.3 Ancilliary Facilities for girls in Schools : The total 
number of primary schools having ancilliary facilities 
is shown be 1 ov/- 


Table — 29 : Provision of Ancilliary Facilities and Schools. 


SI, No. 

Provisions 

No.of L.P. SciKols 

No.of u.P.Schools 

1. 1 

Drinking Water 1 

3978 1 

2306 

2- j 

Urinal j 

1 1866 1 

I 2758 

i 

3- ' 

1 Separate urinal for ' 
1 girls 

i 0 1 

1 659 

4. 

‘ Lavatory 

1 1735 

1 1040 

c 

Separate lavatory 

ri 

86 

j - 

for girls 

U 


(Source : Fifth All India Educational Servey/1986) 


14.4 Habitations served by Schools : Following is a table 
showing percentage of population served by primary schools 
upto 2 km. from habitation. 


Contd../33 









-33- 


Table — 30 : Percentage of Rural Population Serve by Primary 

Schools upto 2 km. from habitation. 


% of populations 


District 

Within habitation 

within 

1 km. 

Within 

2 km. 

Upto 

2 km- 

1. Dhubri 

69.7 

15.5 1 

7.8 1 

92.6 

2. Kokrajhar 

78.0 

13.5 1 

5.8 1 

96.9 

3. Goalpara 

75.55 

13.07 

4.08 i 

92.66 

4. Barpeta 

87.0 

6,68 

3.65 

97.33 

5. Kanurup 

S9.03 

9.06 

.84 

98.93 

6. Nalbari 

81.62 

18.09 

.27 

99,98 

7. Darrang • 

80.68 

11.5 

2.82 

98.96 

8. Sonitpur 

79.5 

12.77 

3.20 

95.87 

9. Lakhimpur 

81.82 

13.04 

2.75 

1 97.61 

lO.Dibrugarh 

71.23 

13.01 

10.26 

i 94.51 

11.Sibsagar 

73.52 

23.42 

2.89 

1 99.83 

12.Jorhat 

86.2 

7.9 

5.2 

1 99.3 

13.Nagaon 

90.8 

6.91 

1.21 

1 98.92 

14.Cachar 

93.1 

4.5 

1.40 

1 99.0 

15. Kar invg a n j 

86.05 

9.1 

2.43 

1 97.58 

16.Karbi Anglong 

55.04 

42.11 

1.59 

1 98.75 

17.North Cachar 

1 91.72 

5-45 

0.01 

v> 

1 

00 


(Source : FAXES,1986) 


The table shows that more than 97% of the total rural 

population are getting the benefits of a school within 

2 kms. distance. In districts like Jorhat, Sibsagar, Nalbari 
and Cachar almost 100 percent habitations are bexietitted 
by lower primary school. Highest population served by 
primary Schools within habitation is 93% (Cachar) and 
lowest is 55.04% (Karbi Anglong). 

14-b : However, the picture is not so rosy in case of 

upper primary schools. Only 64.52 percent of rural 
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pop u lation is served by such schooIs within 2 kms. distance, 
the highest being 96% (Karbi Anglong) and lowest 31.03% 
(N-C. Hills). 

14-6 In Assam, the percentage of habitations served by 
secondary sections within eight kms. is 92.83 including 
6.11% that have the facilities within the habitations 
themselves. the corresponding Figures in respect of 
population are 94.88% and 10.67%, respectively. Tt may 
be mentioned here that these percentages are slightly 
higher than those in the fourth survey. 

The state has 1^395 (4.39%) habitations predominantly 

inhabited by the SC population. It is observed that 
slightly more than 90% of them# covering 92-28% of 
population, have the facilities for secondary education 
within eight kms- 

The state has 6.075 (19.10%) habitations predominantly 

inhabited by ST population- Of there 4,927 (81.10%) 

habitations,* covering 07.21% of the population, are 'served 
by secondary section within eight kms. 




PART-III 


A GLIMPSE INTO THE VARIOOS ORGANISATIONAL ASHECTS IN THE 

WOMEN'S SPHErRE IN THE STATE OF ASSAM 

The status paper on women * s development and 
education would seem incomplete without the mention of 
the many organisations for and by women in the state 
working at different levels and in a veriety of aspects* 
Most of them are urban-based but have strong rural 
connections with activities and achievement s of women 
in different fields of life. 

A few of such organisations are accounted 
below in brief. 

(11 The Pradeshik Kahila Sanity :: This first womens* 
organisation was started formally in 1927, though its 
frist steps were taken in 1915 and it became very 
active during the latter phases of the freedom struggle. 
Branches were established all over the state and 
the intrepid women who were at the helm of affairs 
organised the rural and urban women and took active 
part in opium and alcohol prohibition movements# 
boycotting fore ign cl othes# spinning khadi and spreading 
the message of freedom struggle- In the post-indenpence- 
derrt e-ra in addition to organisinng releif operations 
during the frequent floods, this organisation has 
done a lot for spread of vocational training for 
girls and women in most of the parts of the state 
and has in conjunction with the help of state government 
j done a lot in imparting various skills to women and 
has helped scores of them into productive and income 
generating avenues. Its rain activities can be summarised 
as follows - (a) running vocational training cum 

production centres, (2) conducting nursery and Balwadi 
Schools , { 3 ) running weaving centres , ( 4.) condnoting Con¬ 
densed courses of education for adult women,(5) running 




-36- 


adult literacy centres (6) running legal aid cells for 
destitute women and offering free legal advice. This 
organisation has also played an important role invarious 
literacy programmes specially organising non formal and 
adult education programmes in the state. 

(2) Assam State branch of the Indian Council for Child 
Welfare (1967). 

The Assam state branch of ICCW has been working for 
development and conducting various govt. sponsored 
welfare and training schemes, most of which are directly 
beneficial to ^girls and women. The regular schemes 
are as follows. 

(a) Anganwadi workers training programme. 

(b) The Balsevika traing programme. 

(c) The creche workers training programee, 

(d) Running of creches and Balwadis and early childhood 
centres. 

In addition to these programmes it also conducts 
other national and state level programmes as well. 

(3) The Shanti Sadhana Ashram 

The Ashram works mainly for upliftment of women belonging 
to the rural poor section. Destitute women are helped 
to acquire various vocations to became economically 
self reliant. The specific schemes are 

(a) Self employment programme for women 

(b) Mushroom cultivation schemes - 

(c) Providing sanitary latrines in rural areas. 

(4) The Kasturba Gandhi Ashram Trust (1948) 

The state level Kasturba Gandhi Ashram trust is also 
active in spreading literacy among women through 
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its different branches. Apart from running Gram Sevika 
and Balsevika training programmes it takes up various 
social awareness programmes conducted mainly by women 
as Vatras, marches etc for peace, communal harmony 
and amity throughout the state, 

(5) Other State level and local women's organisations 

Various other state level and local women's organisation 
are registered and active in the state. Many of these 
organisations are playing active parts in organising 
non formal and vocational education in the State. 
Such organisations as Mahila Imdad is active in these 
aspects Some political state level organisations as 
progressive Women Front, Democratic women front, 
affiliated to various political parties are fighting 
for women"s rights in the state. 

Local level socio-political women *s organisations 
confined to various tribes of Assam are active 
politically in their respective areas (Bodo women's 
justice forum, Bodo women’s organisation, Karbi National 
Women's Organisation - KNCA etc.) are also active 
in human and civil right movements, 

Many other entirely women's organisations are also 
doing yoemans service in providing vocational traininq, 
education in different levels and opening employment 
avenues to women- These organisations are also very 
active culturally and they are heard protesting at 
almost every incident against women like unusual 
death of a young wife, brutal ity, rape, etc. It is 
noteworthy at this point that social evils like the 
dowry which was non-existent till some years back 
are cropping up at present in Assamese Society, 




(6) Women's literary organisations 


Two state level literary organisations, namely 'Asom 
lekhika santha* and and 'Asom lekhika samaroh' are 
active in the state and are organising literary 
activities among women and thereby helping in the 
spread of consciousness, higher values and education 
amongst the women of the state in addition, to bringing 
about a good number of books by women writers and 
encouraging young women writers- 

(7) Literary achievement of women 

The literary acheviement of women in the state is 
quite considerable. There are few outstanding women 
writers who have been able to gain national recognition- 

The Sahitya Academy awards have been awarded to four 
• women namely Nalinibala Devi, Sneh Devi, Mamoni Roysom 
Goswami and Mimal Prabha Bordoloi while the Sangeet 
Natak Academy award has been awarded to Protima 

Pandey Barua. Two women - Late Nalinibala DEvi and 

Or Mrs Nimal Prabha Bardoloi have been elected as 
P r es 1 d en t of As^om S ah i tya S abrra - the nicest and 

most respected literary and social organisation of 
the state. 

NEW AWARENESS 

' In the decade of ninety a new awa"reness regarding 
status and rights of women has started in the state. 

New books on women are being published and lots of 
seminars, workshops etc are being orgruised. A few 
women’s maga ines and journals are also being published 
and getting a wide circulation. Women are seen in 
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every kind of protest programmes ranging from silent 
processious to gheraoing police stations without 
the help of men. Girls are gaining entry into almost 
every yorkfield which were in past considered as 
exclusive male preserves. Though their number is 
very small/ still this may be considered as the emerging 
trend in the society. 



